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average tuition at a public college. Services for two
children can easily exceed $12,000 annually, more
than the annual income of a full-time minimum-
wage worker.

Many working parents cannot afford the cost of
quality educational child care any more than they
could pay private school tuition if public schools
closed. As with public schools, we all have a stake
in seeing that children get a good start.

Government is Dropping the Ball

The federally-funded Head Start program for
children in poverty is so under-funded that it can
serve only six out of ten eligible three- and four-
year-olds, and can serve most of them for only part
of the time parents are working.

The federally-funded Child Care and Development
Block Grant, designed to help low-income parents
pay for child care, can serve only one out of eight
eligible children, and provides funds too meager for
parents to purchase quality care.

Some state initiatives, like Georgia’s universal pre-
kindergarten programs and North Carolina’s Smart
Start, are making major contributions. But no state

Quality Pre-kindergarten Saves Money

Taxpayers, victims, and participants saved over
$7 for every $1 invested in the Chicago Child-
Parent Centers pre-kindergarten program.

For every $1
invested

Over $7 were
saved

Chicago Child-Parent Centers

has come close to meeting the needs of low- and
moderate-income working families for quality
educational child care.

Quality Child Care Saves Money

Not only does quality child care cut crime, but
studies show denying these services to children
results in higher costs to taxpayers.

in Kids as Best Strategy to Reduce Crime

school age youngsters

Hire more police officers to
investigate juvenile crimes

. 14.9%
. 12.1%
’ 2.3%

Prosecute and jail more
juveniles as adults

Install more metal
detectors and surveillance
cameras in schools

the second most effective strategy.

National Law Enforcement Leaders Choose Investments

Which strategy would have the greatest impact on reducing youth violence and crime?*

Provide more educational child
care programs for preschool 71.1%
age children and
after-school programs for

*Many respondents favored adopting more than one strategy, and a majority ranked hiring more police officers as

Mason-Dixon Polling and Research, 2002

The High/Scope Perry Preschool
program and the Chicago Child-
Parent Centers cut crime, welfare and
other costs so much that they saved
more than $7 for every $1 invested.

Law Enforcement is United

Law enforcement leaders and
researchers agree: more of our
nation’s children, especially those
most at-risk, must have access to
quality child care programs if later
crime is to be prevented. It is time to
invest in programs proven to help
kids avoid crime and prevent
thousands of Americans from
becoming victims of violence.
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