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Parents Need Help Paying for
Quality Child Care

In 1998, average tuition at a public university in
Wyoming was $2,330. In Cheyenne tuition for a
4-year old in achild care center averaged $4,056
ayear. Younger children cost even more, so care
for two children can exceed $8,000—about what
afull-time, minimum wage earner makesin a
year. Many Wyoming parents can’t pay this any
more than they could pay private school tuition
if public schools shut down.

In addition, low child care center teacher wages
in Wyoming, averaging only $13,200, too often
result in high staff turnover, inadequately-trained
staff, and low quality care.

Governments are Dropping the Ball

Head Start, the principal federal child develop-
ment program for children in poverty, is so
under-funded that it could serve only about 5 of
10 eligible 3- and 4-year oldsin Wyoming in
2000 and (along with Early Head Start) only 2 of
10 eligible children aged O to 5.

The Child Care and Development Block Grant,
to help low-income parents pay for child care,
could serve only 11% of eligible Wyoming
children in 1999.

Police Chiefs Say Child Care Will Reduce
Crime, Save Money

9 out of 10 agreed: “If America does not make
greater investments in after-school and educa-
tional child care programs to help children and
youth now, we will pay far more later in crime,
welfare, and other costs.”
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Educational Child Care Saves Money

Even after accounting for inflation, the public saved
over $700 for every $100 invested in a preschool and
home visitation program.

Over $700 was
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Invested

High/Scope Perry Preschool Program

Some state initiatives, like Kentucky’s Family
Resource Centers and Georgia's universal pre-
kindergarten programs are making major contri-
butions. But Wyoming remains far from meeting
the needs of low- and moderate-income working
families for quality child care.

Investments that Save Money

The High/Scope Perry Preschool program cut
crime, welfare and other costs so much that it
saved $700 for every $100 invested. The Child-
Parent Center study showed similar savings.
Failing to invest in quality child care now
squanders billions, much of which could other-
wise be used for Socia Security, tax cuts, or

anything else in the years ahead.

Law Enforcement is United

George Mason University professors Scott
Keeter and Stephen Mastrofski recently sur-
veyed police chiefs. Nine out of ten chiefs said
America could greatly reduce crime by expand-
ing educational child care programs and after-
school programs, and agreed that we'll pay more
later if we don’t invest now. Our 1,000 members
are determined to put dangerous criminals
behind bars. But we aso want to save money
and lives by preventing crime. It'stime to invest
in what works.
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