Proposed Federal Cuts Threaten After-School
Programs for Over 3,200 lowa Children

This research brief is by Figut CRiME: INVEST IN KIDS, an anti-crime organization of over 2,000 police chiefs,
sheriffs, prosecutors, and victims of crime, including 95 members in lowa.

The Prime Time for Juvenile Crime

When the school bell rings, turning millions of chil-
dren and teens out on the street with neither construc-
tive activities nor adult supervision, violent crime soars.
On school days, 3-6 PM are the peak hours for teens to:

e Commit crimes.! * Be in or cause a car crash.?
* Be victims of crime.’* ¢ Smoke, drink, or use drugs.*

3,251 lowa Children Face Elimination of
Their After-School Programs

The Bush Administration has proposed cutting fed-
eral funding by 40 percent for after-school programs
through the 21st Century Community Learning Centers.
By cutting access for 570,000 American children’ instead
of making sure their after-school programs have adequate
resources to provide high-quality services, America
could lose the opportunity to prevent 41,000 crimes and
save taxpayers and crime victims $2.4 billion dollars.®
Current funding for Iowa can serve almost 8,000 chil-
dren and youths, but these cuts would eliminate services
for 3,251 Iowa children.’

Research Proves Quality After-School
Programs Cut Crime
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more likely to be without high school degrees and less
than half as likely to be in college. Teens not in the
program were 50 percent more likely to have children
during their high school years.?

* Five housing projects without Boys & Girls Clubs
were compared to five where new clubs were
established. When the program began, drug use and
vandalism in the two groups of housing projects were
the same. By the time the study ended, those without
the programs had 50 percent more vandalism and
scored 37 percent worse on drug activity.’

After-School Investments Save Money

The Quantum Opportunities after-

Instead of cutting back on the 21st
Century program, policy makers
should be working to expand pro-
grams and improve their quality. Stud-
ies of two programs demonstrate what
after-school programs can achieve:
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* High school freshmen were
randomly selected from welfare
families to participate in the four-
year Quantum Opportunities after- 8
school and graduation incentives -
program. Six years later, boys who

did not participate in the program gs;e:ti%the
averaged six times more criminal Opportunities
convictions than participants. Boys after-school

Quality After-School
Programs Prevent Crime

convictions per

school program produced benefits to
participants and the public of $3 for ev-
ery $1 spent, without even accounting
for the savings from a dramatic reduc-
tion in crime."”
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Law Enforcement is United

Iowa law enforcement leaders over-
whelmingly agree: abandoning chil-
dren and youth to the street will worsen
crime and other problems." We must
increase, not cut, support for after-
school programs.

Males left out of
the Quantum
Opportunities
after-school
program

- . program
and girls left out were four times
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