
Summary
Quality preschool programs lay the foundation

for children’s success, providing critical academic
and social skills. These benefits extend well beyond
preparing young children for kindergarten. They
help children succeed in school and in life and
prevent future crime and violence.

However, faced with the high costs of paying for
preschool on their own, too few California families
can afford to enroll their children in quality
preschool programs. California pays the price for
quality preschool being out of reach of so many
children. Without quality preschool, more children
get started on the wrong track, struggle in school,
drop out, and turn to crime later in life.

Part-time Private Preschool Is More
Expensive than Attending a California
State University

A private, part-time, center-based program for a
preschool-age child costs families an average of

$4,022 per year. This average includes both
preschool and child care programs of varying
quality.

Sending a child to a part-time private preschool
costs more than the full-time cost of a California
State University (CSU). CSU tuition for full-time
students in 2005-2006 averages $3,164—less than
the average cost of part-time private preschool and
child care in every California county.

Many families pay far more. Part-time programs
in the top 15 percent of the price scale start at
$5,552 per year.

High Cost Puts Preschool Out of Reach of
Low- and Middle-income Families

The high cost of preschool helps explain why
most children from both low-income and middle-
income families are unlikely to be enrolled in any
program at all, and why very few are likely to be
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enrolled in a quality preschool.

Middle-income families, earning between
$30,000 and $60,000 in 2000, are particularly hard
hit. Higher-income families are 43 percent more
likely to enroll their children in preschool than
middle-income families. Children from these
middle-income families are almost as unlikely as
low-income children to be enrolled in preschool. A
family of four earning $50,000 has no money left
for preschool after taking care of its most basic
needs, such as housing, food and health care.

Quality Preschool Is Even More Out of
Reach Due to Higher Costs

Quality preschool costs much more than the
average rate for both preschool and child care
programs of mixed quality. Economists at the
RAND Corporation estimate that the annual cost
of providing quality part-time preschool in
California is close to $6,000 per child—over 40
percent more than the average for part-time
center-based programs.

Less than 15 percent of part-time, center-based
programs charge as much as RAND estimates is
necessary to run a quality preschool.

California Pays the Price
Research shows that quality preschool programs

help children succeed in school and avoid crime
later in life.

If quality preschool were universally available in
California, juvenile crime would be reduced by 19
percent, and high school dropouts would fall by 14
percent.

California must invest in making quality
preschool available to all California children to
prepare them for lifelong learning and to prevent
future crime.
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The report includes a county-by-county analysis
showing (1) the average cost of part-time preschool and child
care programs and the starting cost for programs in the top
15 percent of the price scale; and (2) how middle and higher-
income families compare in terms of preschool enrollment.
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